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	Introduction to Social Issue/ Problem Definition
5 points
	The health or social justice outcome is vague or overly broad. There is an inadequate description of who is impacted and how they are impacted. Claims may not be as thoroughly substantiated and or rely on a small handful of sources. 
	The health or social justice outcome has been framed in an overly-simplified or cursory way. There is a general description of who is impacted and how they are impacted. All claims have been substantiated with course and/or external readings and the same sources (at least 3) have been cited numerous times. 
	The health or social justice outcome has been framed in a comprehensive and sophisticated way. This includes providing a description of the health inequity, identifying who is impacted (i.e., the population), specifically how they are impacted. All claims have been substantiated with course and/or external readings and multiple sources have been provided (more than 5). 
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	Identification of Upstream Causal Factors 
5 points

	Three factors have been presented but they may conflate individual-level and upstream factors. There is a limited discussion of how these factors contribute to disparities in health outcomes. Work indicates an underdeveloped. understanding of how these causal factors are interrelated and reinforce social injustice at the community-level. Arguments may be overly simplified or have gaps in logic. 

	At least three upstream factors have been identified including mezzo, macro and societal level factors. Each factor is presented, and some evidence is provided for how these factors have contributed to disparities in health outcomes. Work demonstrates an emerging understanding of how these causal factors are interrelated and reinforce social injustice at the community-level. Arguments may be overly simplified.




	At least three upstream factors have been identified including mezzo, macro and societal level factors. Each factor is clearly presented, and ample evidence is provided for how these factors have contributed to disparities in health outcomes. Work demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of how these causal factors are interrelated and reinforce social injustice at the community-level. 
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	Conclusion/Implications for Practice
5 points
	An overly general conclusion is provided that summarizes the content of the paper but does not provide comprehensive implications for practice. 
	The paper identifies why addressing this issue is important to promoting social justice and is in alignment with the NASW Code of Ethics. 
Feasible structural and systemic strategies to address this issue have been identified.
	The paper provides a sophisticate synopsis of this issue. Significant efforts have been made to describe how addressing this issue is imperative to achieving social justice and is in alignment with the NASW Code of Ethics. 
Feasible structural and systemic strategies that are consistent with international and national efforts to address this issue have been identified. 
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	Mechanics/APA /Cohesiveness
2 points
	Frequent APA and stylistic errors have been made. The paper is poorly structured and is missing one or more of the following elements: topic sentences, subject headings, clear transitions between paragraphs and a clear thesis/paper roadmap. The paper does not exceed the page limit by more than two pages
	An effort has been made to consistently use APA, although some errors may be evident.  Paper is well structured but may be missing one of the following elements: topic sentences, subject headings, clear transitions between paragraphs and a clear thesis/paper roadmap. There may be some stylistic/mechanical errors. The paper is cohesive with clear transitions between paragraphs. The paper does not exceed the page limit by more than one page.
	Clear use of APA and followed for each citation chosen. Paper is well structured and coherent with the use of topic sentences, subject headings, and a clear thesis/paper roadmap. Free of stylistic/mechanical errors. The paper is cohesive with clear transitions between paragraphs. The paper does not exceed the page limit. 
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